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Wolsey, and the two would sit together and discuss
some naval or theological subject. Movements
that were ultimately to shake Europe would be
hatched in such a conversation; but more
usually, at such times, Henry would adjust his
acute mind to some theological problem. For
here he was at his best and could utterly defeat
the would-be Cardinal. He had a grasp of the
philosophical structure of Catholic theology which
had been disciplined and exercised by his study
of the Summa, a robust abhorrence of the shams
which had gathered round popular religion, which
was never marred by exaggeration. Complex
in his emotional life, he was extraordinarily clear
in his theological grasp, easily able to separate
the gold from the dross ; and he must have been
an interesting talker. Wolsey, however, soon
wearied of such conversation. He was a man of
bold spirit and quick, direct action ; but he was
bored and wearied by philosophical speculation.
So one can imagine the King's chaff, his hearty
laugh at the untheological nature of an arch-
bishop's mind ; and then a return to more
mundane affairs, or perhaps a game of chess.

There were others in the Court who still
remained on friendly terms with Wolsey; but
those who were once his masters were now cast
into the shade. For Foxe he ever entertained a
lively affection, his friendship for him forming the
most beautiful episode in his life, Surrey, who
was the vital if unconscious means of getting him